1/15/25 9:00 am Cranberry Township, Butler County Bill No. 2025-03
Chapter, 27, Zoning Ordinance

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-
FORESTRY ACTIVITIES- ACRE COMPLIANCE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANBERRY
BUTLER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANBERRY, BUTLER COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 27,
“ZONING”, SECTION 321 “TIMBER HARVESTING PRACTICES” BY DELETING
SECTION 27-321 INITSENTIRETY AND REPLACING ITWITH ANEW SECTION
27-321 TITLED ¢“FORESTRY ACTIVITIES”, WHILE UPDATING “«27
ATTACHMENT 2 - TABLE OF AUTHORIZED PRINCIPAL USES, ZONING
DISTRICTS”, WITHIN THE CODE AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND
REPEAL OF PRIOR INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES

WHEREAS, the BOARD OF SUPERVISORS desires to revise Chapter 27, Section 321

“Timber Harvesting Practices” of the Township Code of Ordinances to revise provisions related to
timber harvesting; and

WHEREAS, on January 27, 2025, the Planning Advisory Commission reviewed Bill No. 2025-03
and recommended to the Cranberry Township Board of Supervisors that the amendment be adopted; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors advertised a public hearing on February 10, 2025 and
February 18, 2025 to be held February 27, 2025 as provided by the Municipalities Planning Code and the
Pennsylvania 2" Class Township Code; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors held a public hearing on February 27, 2025 as provided by
the Cranberry Township Code and the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, at which time testimony
was received concerning the amendment; and

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the Board of Supervisors, such an amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance is consistent with the Cranberry Township Comprehensive Plan; and

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, it is hereby ordained and enacted by the authority of
the BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANBERRY that Chapter 27, “Zoning”,
Section 321 of the Township Code of Ordinances is hereby amended as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 27, Section 321, Timber Harvesting Practices is deleted as follows:
















SECTION 2. Definitions. Chapter 27, 27-202, (Part 2 Definitions). is hereby amended by
adding/deleting the following:



FELLING - the act of cutting a standing tree so that it falls to the ground.

FORESTRY - the management of forests and timberlands when practiced in accordance with
accepted silvicultural principles, through developing, cultivating, harvesting, transporting and
selling trees for commercial purposes, which does not involve any land development.?

2 Only forests and timberlands subject to residential or commercial development shall be requlated under the
township’s land development and subdivision ordinance.

LANDING- a place where logs, pulpwood, or firewood are assembled. for transportation
to processing facilities.

LANDOWNER - means an individual, partnership, company, firm, association, or
corporation that is in actual control of forest land, whether such control is based on legal
or equitable title, or on any other interest entitling the holder to sell or otherwise dispose
of any or all of the timber on such land in any manner, and any agents thereof acting on
their behalf, such as forestry consultants, who set up and administer timber harvesting.

LITTER - discarded items not naturally occurring on the site such as tires, oil cans,
equipment parts, and other rubbish.

LOP - To cut tops and slash into smaller pieces to allow the material to settle close to the
ground.

OPERATOR - an individual, partnership, company, firm, association, or corporation
engaged in timber harvesting, including the agents, subcontractors, and employees thereof.

PRE-COMMERCIAL TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT - a forest practice, such as
thinning or pruning, which results in better growth, structure, species composition, or
health for the residual stand but which does not vield a net income to the landowner,
usually because any trees cut are of poor quality, too small or otherwise of limited
marketability or value.

SKIDDING - dragging trees on the ground from the stump to the landing by any means.

SLASH - woody debris left in the woods after logging, including logs, chunks, bark,
branches, uprooted stumps, and broken or uprooted trees or shrubs

STAND - any area of forest vegetation whose site conditions, past history, and current
species composition are sufficiently uniform to be managed as a unit.

STREAM - any natural or artificial channel of conveyance for surface water with an
annual or intermittent flow within a defined bed and banks.
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TIMBER HARVESTING, TREE HARVESTING, OR LOGGING - that part of forestry
involving cutting down trees and removing logs from the forest for the primary purpose of
sale or commercial processing into wood products.

TOP - the upper portion of a felled tree that is unmerchantable because of small size,

taper, or defect.

WETLAND — An area, as defined by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that are
inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to
support, and that under normal circumstances, do support a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions including swamps, marshes, bogs,
and similar areas.

SECTION 3. Section 27-321 “Timber Harvesting Practices” of the Cranberry Township
Zoning Ordinance is hereby replaced in its entirety and provided for as follows:

27-321 Forestry Activities (Timber Harvesting)

1. Purpose. In order to conserve forested open space and the environmental and economic
benefits they provide, it is the policy of Cranberry Township to encourage the owners of
forest land to continue to use their land for forestry purposes, including the long-term
production of timber, recreation, wildlife, and amenity values. The timber harvesting
regulations contained in sections 1 through 9 are intended to further this policy by (1)
promoting good forest stewardship; (2) protecting the rights of adjoining property owners;
(3) minimizing the potential for adverse environmental impacts; and (4) avoiding
unreasonable and unnecessary restrictions on the right to practice forestry.

2. Applicability. To encourage maintenance and management of forested or wooded open
space and promote the conduct of forestry as a sound and economically viable use of
forested land throughout the Township, forestry activities, including timber harvesting,
shall be a permitted use by right in all zoning districts. Sections 2 through 9 apply to all
timber harvesting within the Township where the value of the trees, logs, or other timber
products removed exceeds $1,000. These provisions do not apply to the cutting of trees
for the personal use of the landowner, for pre-development timber stand improvement that
occurs as a result of an approved Land Development plan. Operations that may affect a
public utility or require a grading permit may be subject to additional review.



https://ecode360.com/14178952#14178952

A. When a property owner wishes to conduct or permit to be conducted a timber
harvesting operation on their property, such owner shall obtain a timber harvesting permit
from the Township prior to the commencement of any work. See section 2 for operations
that are exempt from obtaining a timber harvesting permit.

(1) Electronic submittal of all requirements listed herein in compliance with this
chapter.

Logging plan. Every landowner on whose land timber harvesting is.to occur shall prepare
a written logging plan in the form specified by this ordinance. No timber harvesting shall
occur until the plan has been prepared and a permit has been issued by the Township. The
provisions of the plan shall be followed throughout the aperation. The plan shall be
available at the harvest site at all times during the operation and shall be provided to the
Township upon request.

A. The Township shall be notified in writing before any timber harvesting operation
beqgins so that the Township may determine if other Township permits or approvals are
required for the particular operation, the Township shall be notified at the following times:

(1) Five business days prior to starting the operation.
(2) At least three business days before the operation is complete.

Responsibility for Compliance. The landowner.and the Timber Harvesting/Logging
Operator shall be jointly and severally responsible for complying with the terms of the

logging plan.

Contents of the logging plan.

A. Minimum requirements. As a minimum, the logging plan shall include the following:

(1) Design, construction, maintenance, and retirement of the access system,
including haul roads, skid roads, skid trails and landings;

(2) Design, construction, and maintenance of water control measures and
structures such as culverts, broad-based dips, filter strips, and water bars;

(3) Design, construction, and maintenance of stream and wetland crossings; and

(4) The general location of the proposed operation in relation to municipal and
state highways, including any accesses to those highways.

B. Map. Each logging plan shall include a sketch map or drawing containing the
following information:
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1)

)

©)

(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

Site location and boundaries, including both the boundaries of the property on
which the timber harvest will take place and the boundaries of the proposed
harvest area within that property;

Significant topographic features related to potential environmental concerns
such as steep slopes, wetlands, streams and other natural features.

Location of all earth disturbance activities such as roads, landings, and water
control measures and structures;

Location of all crossings of waters of the Commonwealth; and

The general location of the proposed operation to municipal and state
highways, including any accesses to those highways.

A fifty-foot buffer zone where the forestry activities will take place adjacent to
an existing housing development or home-site. Where there are no adjacent
residential developments or home-sites a twenty five-foot buffer shall be

provided.

The location of all utilities (above and below-ground) including all easements
and/or.rights of way associated with each.

1. The applicant shall provide written authorization from the utility
provider which is being affected or crossed.

No Forestry Activities shall take place outside of the hours permitted by
section §17-512: C.

C. Compliance with state law. The logging plan shall address and comply with the

requirements of all applicable state laws and requlations including, but not limited to,

the following:

(1)

)

Erosion and sedimentation control requlations contained in 25 Pennsylvania
Code, Chapter 102, promulgated pursuant to the Clean Streams Law (35 P.S.
§8691.1 et seq.);

Stream crossing and wetlands protection requlations contained in 25
Pennsylvania Code, Chapter 105, promulgated pursuant to the Dam Safety and
Encroachments Act (32 P.S. §§693.1 et seq.); and

D. Relationships of state laws, reqgulations, and permits to the logging plan. Any permits

required by state laws and requlations shall be attached to and become part of the

logaing plan. An erosion and sedimentation pollution control plan that satisfies the
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requirements of 25 Pennsylvania Code, Chapter 102, shall also satisfy the
requirements for the logging plan and associated map specified in paragraphs (a) and
(b) of this section, provided that all information required by these paragraphs is
included or attached.

6. Forest practices. The following requirements shall apply to all timber harvesting
operations in the Township.

A. Felling or skidding on or across any public street/road is prohibited without the
express written consent of the Township or the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation, whichever is responsible for-maintenance of the street/road
No tops or slash shall be left within twenty-five feet of any public street/road or
private roadway providing access to adjoining residential property.

(1) All tops and slash between twenty-five and fifty feet from a public street/road
or private roadway providing access to adjoining residential property or within
fifty feet of adjoining residential property shall be lopped to a maximum height
of four feet above the surface of the ground.

(2) No tops or slash shall be left on or across the boundary of any property
adjoining the operation without the consent of the owner thereof.

(3) Littering resulting from a timber harvesting operation shall be removed from
the site before it is vacated by the operator.

7. Responsibility for road maintenance and repair; road bonding. Pursuant to Title 75
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, Chapter 49; and Title 67 Pennsylvania Code, Chapter
189, the landowner and the operator shall be responsible for repairing any damage to
Township streets/roads caused by traffic associated with the timber harvesting operation to
the extent the damage is in excess of that caused by normal traffic may be required to
furnish a bond to guarantee the repair of such damages.

8. Waivers and Enforcement.

A. The Township shall have the right to waive any requirements of this part. The
Township shall also have the right to add any additional conditions, including
additional bonding or other financial security for the actual restoration of damaged
roads, deemed necessary to protect the health, welfare and safety of the residents
of the Township.

B. The Township Manager or his/her designee shall be the enforcement officer for
this part.
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C. The Township Manager or his/her designee may enter the site of any timber
harvesting operation before, during, or after active logging to (1) review the timber
harvesting plan or any other required documents for compliance with this part and
(2) inspect the operation for compliance with the timber harvesting plan and other
on-site requirements of this part.

D. Inspections. The township enforcement officer may go upon the site of any timber
harvesting operation before, during, or after active logging to (1) review the
logging plan or any other required documents for compliance with sections 1
through 8 and (2) inspect the operation for compliance with the logging plan and
other on-site requirements of these regulations.

9. Violations and Penalties.

A. Upon finding that a timber harvesting operation is in violation of any provision of
this part, the Township shall issue the logging operator and the landowner a
written notice of violation in accordance with the provisions of this chapter
regarding enforcement notices, describing each violation and specifying a date by
which corrective action must be taken.

B. The Township may order the immediate suspension of any timber harvesting
operation and may institute any appropriate action to prevent, restrain, correct, or
abate the violation of this part upon finding that (1) corrective action has not been
taken by the date specified in a notice of violation; (2) the operation is proceeding
without a timber harvesting plan; or (3) the operation is causing an immediate
environmental risk.

C. Suspension orders shall be in writing, shall be issued to the logging operator and
the landowner and shall remain in effect until the timber harvesting operation is
brought into compliance with this Part or other applicable statutes or requlations.

D. Penalties. Penalties for any violation of this Part shall be enforced in accordance
with 8§27-1117.
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SECTION 4. Chapter 27, Attachment 2, (Table of Authorized Principal Uses) is hereby
amended by changing the following authorized Principal Uses:

R1 |R2 |R3 |RMU |[C1|C2]|C3]|SuU-1 |SP1|BPK |I-L |PIC | TLI | MU
Forestry R R R N R | R | R R R R c | R|R|R
Activities R R

SECTION 5. Severability.

If any chapter, section, subsection, paragraph, sentence or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason declared
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not effect the validity of the ordinance as a
whole or any section or part thereof other than the section or part thereof so declared to be invalid.

SECTION 6. Repealer.

Any ordinance, chapter, section, subsection, paragraph, sentence or phrase of any ordinance conflicting with
the provisions of this ordinance shall and the same is hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

Ordained and enacted this  day of , 2025, by the Board Of Supervisors of the Township of
Cranberry.
ATTEST: Board of Supervisors of the

Township of Cranberry

Daniel D. Santoro, Bruce W. Hezlep,
Township Manager/Secretary Chairman, Board of Supervisors

I:\COMMUNITY PLANNING AND CODES\ORDINANCE\AMENDMENTS\2025 AMENDMENTS\BILL NO. 2025-03_FORESTRY ACTIVITIES\FORESTRY
ACTIVITIES_DRAFT.DOC
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